
BYLAWS OF THE WASHINGTON 
COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

CLEARLY DEFINED GOALS, 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, 

CAUCUSES & MEETINGS,  
RESPONSIBILITIES OF EXECUTIVE, 

STANDING AND CENTRAL COMMITTEES  



Purpose of the Democratic Party 

• a. Elect Democratic candidates; 

• b. Adopt a platform and work to ensure that 
it is carried into law; 

• c. Provide a link between Washington County 
Democrats and the State Central Committee; 

• d. Inform voters about Democratic Party 
principles; and 

• e. Maximize the membership of the Central 
Committee and the Democratic Party. 
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https://www.wcdpu.com/party-information
http://utahdemocrats.org/


First Six Articles 
• ARTICLE I NAME 

• The name of this organization shall be the Washington County Democratic 
Party of Utah (Central Committee). 

•  ARTICLE II PURPOSE 

• ARTICLE III AUTHORITY 

• The Central Committee shall have all powers to manage its affairs and 
transact its business that are consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States, Utah, the National Democratic Party, the Democratic Party of Utah. 

•  ARTICLE IV AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

• Discrimination in the conduct of Central Committee affairs on the basis of sex, 
race, age, religion, economic status, disability, ethnic origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, color, creed, parenthood or marital status is 
prohibited. 

• ARTICLE V MEMBERSHIP  

• Members of the Central Committee shall consist of all Democratic precinct 
committee persons elected (partisan ar non-partisan) in Washington County. 

• ARTICLE VI OFFICERS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
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Organizational Structure 
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Duties of Officers – Party Chair 
• The Chair shall have the overall responsibility for 

the day-to-day operation of the Central and 
Executive Committees; supervise paid staff; appoint 
a Parliamentarian and all Committee Chairs; be an 
ex-officio member of all standing committees, 
except the Nominating Committee; and execute, 
with the Secretary, all contracts on behalf of the 
Central Committee; and be an alternate signer of 
checks with the Treasurer. The Chair shall ensure 
that notice of all regular and special meetings is 
sent to all members of the Central Committee not 
later than the sixth day before each meeting  

 10/27/2017 Washington County Democrats - Bylaws 5 



Duties of Officers – Vice-Chair 

• The First Vice-Chair shall perform all of the 
duties of the Chair in the absence or disability 
of the Chair; coordinates the work of the 
District Leaders and may coordinate the work 
of standing committees, as assigned by the 
Chair; and be an alternate signer of checks 
with the Treasurer.  
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Duties of Officers - Secretary 
• The Secretary shall keep a book of minutes of meetings 

of the Central and Executive Committees, showing the 
time and place of the meeting, the names of those 
present, and the proceeding and actions taken. A book 
of approved Executive Committee minutes will be 
maintained at the office. Copies of the Central 
Committee minutes will be made available to all by 
having copies of the previous unapproved minutes 
available at the meeting and posting them on the 
website with staff access only. The Secretary shall 
maintain all the membership records of the Central 
Committee and carry out correspondence and all legal 
notifications at the request of the Chair. 
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Duties of Officers - Treasurer 
• The Treasurer shall prepare adequate records and 

reports on all Central Committee operational and 
fundraising financial transactions; meet all 
campaign finance reporting requirements; provide 
for the custody and safekeeping of all Central 
Committee funds; maintain open financial books 
ready for inspection and review at all times; issue 
checks in accordance with the Central Committee-
approved budget, with the Chair or First Vice-Chair 
as alternate signer; serve as non-voting member of 
the Contributions Recommendation Ad-hoc 
Committee.  
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Articles Seven through Fourteen 

• ARTICLE VII ELECTED POSITIONS (Delegates) 

• ARTICLE VIII COMMITTEES & CAUCUSES 

• ARTICLE IX MEETINGS 

• ARTICLE X CONVENTIONS 

• ARTICLE XI BALLOT MEASURES AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

• ARTICLE XII PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

• ARTICLE XIII AMENDMENT 

• ARTICLE XIV SB54 ALTERNATIVE NOMINATION 
BY PRIMARY SIGNATURES 
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Article VII-Elected Positions - Delegates 

• Delegates and alternates shall act as liaisons 
between the County Central Committee and the State 
Committees to which they are elected, voting as 
directed by the County Central Committee and 
reporting on substantive discussions and actions 
taken by those State Committees at the first possible 
County Central Committee meeting. 

• All delegates and alternates to the State Democratic 
Central Committee shall be elected by plurality vote 
at the Organizational Meeting of the Washington 
County Democratic Party (Central Committee). 
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Article VIII - CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

– EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (4) 

• Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary & Treasurer 

– STANDING COMMITTEES (11) 

• Parliamentarian, Volunteer Coordinator, IT, 
Bylaws, Platform, Education, Publicity, Latino, 
Young Dems, Community Outreach, Finance 

–PRECINCT COMMITTEE PERSONS (100) 
• District Leader Committee –Districts 62,71,74,75 

• Precinct Committee Persons – Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Secretary, Treasurer (including all Delegates) 
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Article IX-MEETINGS OF OFFICERS 

• ONLY ELECTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

• Exec Committee – every 2 weeks 

– Day to day operations 

• Standing Committees – every month 

– Report on Projects that work toward annual goals 

• Central Committee – every quarter 

– Approve budgets, platform, bylaws. etc 
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Article IX-MEETINGS OF VOTERS 

• ALL REGISTERED DEMOCRATS 

• County Caucus Meetings – every year 

– Support Local Candidates 

• County Convention – every 2 years 

– Elect County Executive Officers for 2 year term 

• Presidential Caucus Meeting – every 4 years 

– Elect Delegates to State Convention 
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Article XIV – Alternative Nomination 
by Primary Signatures 

 

• This article complies with the SB54 (Senate 
Bill 54) addendum to the state bylaws (2015) 

• Under legal challenges from Utah RNC and 
“Count My Vote” 
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Proposed Resolution for the Bylaws 
• 2017-10-21 Resolution on Harassment and Bullying 
• DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY 
• Harassment can take many forms. It may be verbal, 

physical, or visual and can include but is not limited to: 
words, signs, jokes, pranks, intimidation, physical contact, 
or violence. It generally focuses on stereotyping that 
includes age, gender, race, color, ethnicity, culture, 
religion, sexual orientation or disability.  

• Bullying does not involve stereotyping but encompasses 
the same actions as harassment and is equally as serious.  

• Sexual harassment may include unwelcome sexual 
advances by either sex, requests for sexual favors, other 
verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature when such 
conduct creates an intimidating environment, prevents an 
individual from effectively performing the duties of their 
position either implicitly or explicitly. 
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Proposed Resolution for the Bylaws 
•  BE IT SO RESOLVED THAT:  
• Each Democratic officer is responsible for keeping our 

environment free of harassment and bullying. Any officer 
who becomes aware of an incident of harassment or 
bullying, whether by witnessing the incident or being 
victimized by it, must report the incident to the Party 
Officer with whom they feel most comfortable. 

 
• When the Washington County Democratic Party becomes 

aware that harassment or bullying might exist, we are 
obligated by law to take prompt and appropriate action, 
whether or not the victim wants our committee to do so. 
Appropriate investigation and disciplinary action will be 
taken, if warranted. All reports will be promptly 
investigated with due regard given for the privacy of 
everyone involved. 
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Proposed Resolution for the Bylaws 
• Any officer found to have harassed or bullied 

a fellow member will be subject to 
disciplinary action or possible termination. 
WCDPU will also take any additional action 
necessary to correct the situation. WCDPU 
will not retaliate nor will we tolerate any 
member of our party who retaliates against 
anyone who makes a good faith report of 
alleged harassment or bullying, even if the 
incident is found to be unsubstantiated. 
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Thank You for Reviewing of our Bylaws  

 

• You can download a copy of the Bylaws here: 

• Bylaws of the Washington County Democrats 
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